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puerile artifice which is used to conceal or to set oft
truths, which should more naturally be bared to tht
light of open day : they are unmoved by ceremonia1
observances, and they are predisposed to attach z
secondary importance to the details of public wor
ship. Those whose care it is to regulate the externa
forms of religion in a democratic age should pa;,
a close attention to these natural propensities of thl
human mind, in order not unnecessarily to rui
counter to them. I firmly believe in the necessity o
forms, which fix the human mind in the contempla
tion of abstract truths, and stimulate its ardour in th<
pursuit of them, while they invigorate its powers o
retaining them steadfastly. Nor do I suppose that ii
is possible to maintain a religion without externa
observances ; but, on the other hand, I am persuadec
that, in the ages upon which we are entering, it woulc
be peculiarly dangerous to multiply them beyonc
measure ; and that they ought rather to be limitec
to as much as is absolutely necessary to perpetuate tht
doctrine itself, which is the substance of religions o
which the ritual is only the form. A religion whid
should become more minute, more peremptory, anc
more surcharged with small observances at a time ir
which men are becoming more equal, would soon fine
itself reduced to a band of fanatical zealots in the
rnidst of an infidel people. . . .
We shall have occasion to see that, of all tk
passions which originate in, or are fostered by,
equality, there is one which it renders peculiar!}
intense, and which it infuses at the same time into the
heart of every man : I mean the love of well-being,
The taste for well-being is the prominent and indelible
feature of democratic ages. It may be believed that
a religion which should undertake to destroy so deep-
seated a passion would meet its own destruction